CREATIVE FUTURES:
CELEBRATING
YOUNG PEOPLE IN
CRYSTAL PALACE
Can you help young people in need have a
positive future?
Our young people's futures have been hugely affected by the
pandemic. We spoke to young people living on 3 housing estates in
Crystal Palace & they told us about worries for their future, their
education & a lack of creative opportunities which have
compounded and affected their mental health. Young people's
hopes & dreams seem even more uncertain as education and social
activities have been severely curtailed. They need positive
opportunities to develop skills, express themselves and gain
confidence.

The Creative Futures project will give up to 150 young people
aged 12-25 from Crystal Palace housing estates a chance to
make their voices heard while developing skills to help them
secure future employment. The funds raised will give them a
chance to express their ideas while being coached by high
quality artists to create and perform their own artistic work. This
outreach initiative is part of the Spirit of the Estate initiative run
by the Crystal Palace Festival.

Through this project we can:
Give young people creative experiences and practical skills that
will help them in their search for employment or a direction in their
continuing education
Nurture the creativity of young residents by encouraging them to
tell their stories and express their passions in their work
Give young people a voice, supporting their wellbeing and sense of
positivity about the future
Build young people’s confidence and resilience through supporting
them in performance and artistic activities
Develop a relationship with young people from local estates to
identify future activities that would help support them
Signpost young people to further creative opportunities to
develop their skills and confidence in themselves or find
employment
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About the project
As we are unable to hold a Festival this year due to the impact of Covid-19
on our funding and H&S, we want to take this time to reach out to people
who have been most affected by the pandemic.
Young people who live on housing estates that suffer high levels of
deprivation and child poverty have been disproportionately affected by
the pandemic.
This project is designed to reach out to young people and their families on
3 Crystal Palace housing estates - Kingswood, Central Hill and St Hugh's.
Up to 150 young people will attend 3 taster events where they will be
encouraged inspired by DJs, MCs, dancers & a street artist to create their
own artistic work.
They will be coached and mentored by our lead artists to develop their
work and they will have the opportunity to perform it at live events in
August if they want to. Alternatively their work will be performed by our
artists as part of the live show.
3 live events of music, dance, spoken word and live visual art for up to 450
young people and their families will be held on each estate on 18, 19 and 20
August 2021.
During the live event a Community Wall of Reflection and Rap will be
created by our street artist, young people and the audience.
In the final week of August 2021, the young people from the estates will
have the opportunity to be part of a live show at the South Facing Festival
in Crystal Palace Park bowl.
From the thoughts and ideas shared on the Community Wall young people
from the estates will co-design and co-create a mural for their estate.
16 young people from the project will go on to train in podcasting and
create their own podcast series about what matters to them.

Project partners
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Crystal Palace Festival
The Festival is produced by a registered arts
charity called the Great North Wood Collective.
Since 2006 we have been led by local residents
to become a beacon of great culture in Crystal
Palace, bringing together a diverse
community. We give local people opportunities
to express their creativity and be part of fun
and rewarding cultural activities and events.
We particularly focus on including young
people, older people & those who are socially
isolated in creative activities to help support
their wellbeing and build their confidence.
We have delivered a range of creative projects
for young people in partnership with Grounded
Movement since 2017.
crystalpalacefestival.org
greatnorthwoodcollective.org

Grounded Movement
Grounded Movement grew out of a 25
year association between Artistic
Director Temujin Gill and Associate
Director Sunanda Biswas, both
passionate advocates for passing on the
knowledge, skills, benefits and cultural
relevance of Jazz and Hip Hop dances. In
2013, a year after their roller-coaster
experience directing the choreography
for the NHS segment of the London 2012
Olympics Opening Ceremony, they joined
forces to form Grounded Movement.
Temujin & Sunanda work with a creative
team of dancers, spoken word artists,
MCs, DJs and other creatives to deliver
new work, engagement and community
development.
www.groundedmovement.com

South Facing Festival
Crystal Palace Bowl is an iconic South London treasure with a rich musical tradition. In the past it’s
played host to special shows from the likes of Pink Floyd, Bob Marley, Elton John, the London
Symphony Orchestra and The Cure.
South Facing Festival intends to reinvigorate the iconic outdoor performance space during August
2021 with an exciting and diverse mix of live entertainment, including free events on weekdays for
all of the local community to enjoy.
Marcus Weedon - Event Director
After conceiving and producing large events for brands including Levis, The Face, Sony, The Brits,
PlayStation Marcus co-founded and launched Field Day in 2007 in Victoria Park. This grew from
5,000 people to a two day event attracting more than 70,000 people. In 2014 he conceived and
launched Winterville in Victoria Park, before moving the five week Winter festival to Clapham
Common in 2017 where it attracts more than 250,000 people per year. In 2017 he co-founded
Mighty Hoopla, Cross the Tracks and Wide Awake festivals, which are 25,000-capacity events,
staged in Brockwell Park.

