
Board members and freelance staff 
 

FREELANCE STAFF 
	

Noreen Meehan – festival director 
Noreen has been director of the festival since 2011 and 
has overseen its growth from the high street to Westow 
Park and now to Crystal Palace Park and the wider Crystal 
Palace area. She has a wide ranging background in arts 
management, volunteer strategy and management for an 
arts charity and as a producer for a start up theatre 
company and development manager for a youth theatre. 
 
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Graham Whitlock – chair 
Graham is chief executive of award-winning youth arts 
charity DreamArts and also spent a decade running 
Westminster’s largest arts and community festival.  He 
grew up in the Norwoods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Greene 
Sarah has lived in the area for 15 years, where her two 
daughters attend primary and secondary school. She has 
worked in the commercial events and festival industry for 
20 years; most recently as Director of Events for AEG.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helen Hughes 
Helen has lived in Anerley, South Norwood and Penge for 
30 years. She has contributed to the community’s arts and 
sporting life including supporting the Bridge House Theatre 
and Penge Cycle Club. Professionally, she specialises in 
operational management and transformational change .She 
is chair of Solace Women's Aid, a charity providing 
services and support to victims of domestic violence and 
sexual abuse.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Manjeet Turner  
Manjeet has been working in the field of marketing and 
communications for 20 years in a range of industries in 
both the private and public sector. For the last 12 years, 
she has worked on a range of projects for the global 
outsourcing contractor Serco. Now a freelance consultant, 
she continues to work for Serco and other clients such as 
Coty Inc. to support their marketing and communications 
strategies and deliverables.  
 

 
Tim Newsome  
As the marketing director of furniture retailer Arlo & Jacob, 
Tim is an experienced practical leader in marketing and 
brand strategy. The arts are hugely important to Tim and 
he is also a trustee of Arts Network, an arts charity for 
mental wellbeing in London.Tim lives in Crystal Palace. 
 
 
 

 
Nicole Hatch 
Nicole has over twenty years of event experience ranging 
from travelling the world with the world rally 
championship, celebrity parties, conferences, consumer 
led events to stage managing the main stage at the 
festival. In the past three years she has created and 
managed bespoke food and drink events for The 
Telegraph. Nicole has lived in Crystal Palace and the 
surrounding areas for over 17 years. 
 

 
 
 

Dr Claire Greene 
Claire is a chartered accountant working in the Bank of 
England’s Prudential Policy Directorate and lives with her 
two children in West Norwood. She is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and 
Wales, Claire has extensive experience of applying 
financial reporting, governance and legal requirements to 
a variety of legal entities. She has successfully driven the 
work of a number of boards in her career, and is 
currently a member of two international committees. 
 
 
Alison McNaught 
Alison is a long term resident of Crystal Palace (22 
years) and is a local business owner. Alison has co 
owned and run Domali Bar and Kitchen for 21 years and 
was a keen supporter of the festival before joining the 
board. Alison hopes to provide the perspective of small 
business owners to the board and that the festival will 
continue to assist the small independent businesses of 
Crystal Palace to survive and prosper.  



Chiara Heal – secretary  
 
Chiara has a background in events management, 
fundraising and arts administration within the cultural 
sector having worked at Whitechapel Gallery and Royal 
Museums Greenwich. Her current role is Events Manager 
at Imperial College London where she organises a busy 
programme of public engagement and high profile VIP 
events. Chiara grew up in South East London and lives 
locally.  

 


